Chapter XIII

THE FOLLY O,F THE G
WAISTCOATS
To the veteran playgoer who has turned three
score years and ten and Is accustomed to indulge*
in the pleasures of retrospect, nothing is wore
remarkable than the gradual abrogation during
the past forty years of the authority of tradition
in the staging of Shakespeare and the classic
drama generally. Producers now have* a dean
sheet* Bits of incidental business which were
reverentially preserved by generations of play era
and more or less happy gaga which had come
to be incorporated with flit* texts have all gone
by the Ixxml This was inevitable with the decline
and fall of the old stock system* lor the stock
system educated audiences as well as actors, and
was nothing if not a chcrishcr of the traditions
People were taught on both sides of the curtain
that there was one immutable way of doing a
thlng^ and there an end. The transition has been
from a public well versed in all the old points*